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Foreword
Dr Vanni Xuereb

To say that 2016 was an eventful year would be a gross

understatement. It will go down in the history of Europe as th
year when the electorate in the United Kingdom voted for th
country to leave the European Uniarthe first time ever that
a Member Stat¢ decided to withdraw from the Union. It was
also the year of electoral surprises in many EU Member Sta

and across the Atlantic.

The big question that remains to be answered in the coming
months is the way forward particularly in terms of the futuretibe European Union. As our Prime
Minister has stated on more than one occasion, we have 28 countries having 28 different ideas on

what Europe means.

In this scenario, MEUSAC is currently preparing for Hawmech as was announced in the budget
speechF2NJ HamMT® ¢KAa LINPOS&aa Aa FAYSR |4 &adGNBy3aidKS
Europeanisation of this country. | am confident that building on the results registered since its re
activation in 2008, this exercise will provide us with an oppaitiuto reassess our role and be more

focused in terms of the issues that are of primary concern to citizens and to civil society.

This annual report features highlights of the work we carried out in 2016. | am truly privileged to be
leading a team of hlgy motivated and very competent individuals who strive to reach levels of

excellence that are translated into concrete results.

Though not claiming sole credit for the high levels of support for the EU in Malta, MEUSAC is surely
part of the reason why sport for the EU continues to increase. Moreover, MEUSAC has
consolidated its role as the entity that is spearheading public and civil society participation in the
dynamics of the EU processes, particularly at the local level. This serves as a soufol basise

launch of a process that proved its worth during the accession negotiations and even more so after

Malta joined the EU in 2004.
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Process

MEUSAC is responsible for managing a structured coasoit process on EU policies and laws.
Consultation is structured on three main pillars, namely: the Core Group, the nine sectoral committees

and Open Consultations.
Core Group Meetings

MEUSAC Core Group meetings, chaired by Dr Helena Dalli, Minister for Social Dialogue, Consumer

Affairs and Civil Liberties, are normally held on a monthly basis.

Apart from the monthly meetings, at times there are also special meetings held. The Cgre Grou
discusses EU legislative proposals as well as European Commission communication papers and
consultation documents which affect Malta and Maltese society and have national implications.

The Core Group is made up of representatives of the Governmemplitieal parties, constituted

bodies and civil society.

Since June 2013, the Prime Minister also participates in Core Group meetings twice a year, in June

and December, to discuss the agenda of the European Council.

In preparation for Malta assumingetiPresidency of the Council of the EU between January and June
2017, a number of Core Group meetings held in 2016 tackled issues tied to the Presidency.
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Dates

January 29

February 26

March 29

April 29

May 27

June 27

July 29

September 30

October 28

November 3

December 5

Topics discussed by the Core Group in 2016

TheDigital Single Market Strategy for Europe

The Eur opean Commi ssi onds Commun

developments tied to the Single Market Strategy

Minister of Finance Prof. Edward Scicluna presents 2016 National Re

Progranme to social partners

Presentation on EU funding opportunities, particularly aimed at consti
bodies and social partners.

Draft National Programme of the Maltese Presidency of the Council ¢
EU. Parliamentary Secretary for the BResidency and EU Funds Dr I
Borg participated

Meeting with Prime Minister Joseph Muscat on the agenda of the Eurt

Council meeting of June 2.

Joint MEUSAGMCESD Core Group which discussed ther@&pean Pillar of
Social rights.

Highlights of the national programme and update on preparations tied
Malta Presidency of the Council of the EU. Parliamentary Secretary fc

EU Presidency and EU Funds Dr lan Borg participated

The Eur opean work programisd, avithd esnphasis on t
portfolio of the Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Equ

EuropearCommissioner Y)a Jouova participated

MEPs who sit on th&uropean Parliament's Committee on Employment
Social Affairs (EMPL) participated in a meeting to discuss how so
partners and civil society representatives perceive current EU legislatic
how Government involves them and consults them on policies being de

at EU level.

Meeting with Prime Ministedoseph Muscat on the agenda of the Europes

Council meeting of December 15
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MEUSAC Core Group with Prime Minister Joseph Muscaine 27

PM discusses Brexit ahead of European Council
Meeting on June 28, 29

Malta-EU Steering
& Action Committee

g

e

| _ B
-
F=nl

Photo : DOI - Omar Camilleri

Addressing a Core Group meeting aheadhef European Counciheeting, Prime Minister Joseph
Muscat said that the UK referendum result should be respected and the people who voted for the UK
to leave the EU should not be judged or talked down.

iwWhat we need to | ook oB8rexitbesause Yoters vore accadng towhHat ¢ h |

they feel affects their daily lives, 0 he continu

The Core Group meeting mainly dealt with the outcome of the UK referendum which took place a few
days earlier on June 23.

Dr Muscat said the Maltese government had been preparing for a Brexit scenario and had conducted
several studies in the rwp to the referendum to address issues in certain sectors which may be
affected as a result.
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Core Group with Parliamentary Se@mst lan Borg- September 30

Highlights of national programme of the Malta
Presidency of the Council of the EU

Addressing a MEUSAC Core Group meeting about th
for the Presidency of the Council of the EU in 2017nister for Social Dialogue, Consumer Affairs
and Civil Liberties Helena Dalli said that she is positive that Malta will achieve the objectives being

set out for its Presidency.

Parliamentary Secretary for the EU Presidency 2017 and EU Fundsrgusdd that Malta will see
t hat a |ist of EU priorities wildl be i mpl ement
Presidency of the Council, including the revision of the Dublin Regulation and the implementation of

the Action Plan that what wagreed to during the 2015 Valletta Summit on migration.

Turning to migration, Dr Borg said that Malta has always put migration at the top of its agenda

especially after the number of tragedies that took place in the Mediterranean involving migrants. In
reply to a comment about what Malta stands to gain from the Presidency, Dr Borg stated that Malta
has benefitted a lot since it joined the EU in 2004 and that the Presidency would be an opportunity for

the country to contribute to the EU.
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MEUSAC Core Group with EU-OCaber8 ssi oner Var a
EU needs to reconnect with citizens z Commissioner

A Core Group meeting which was attended by European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and
Gender Equalityara Jourova, Minister for SodidDialogue, Consumer Affairs and Civil Liberties

Hel ena Dal |l i spoke of the need for the EU to re:
Minister Dalli remarked that currently there is a feeling of disconnection with the EU among citizens.

She said that those who had voted in favour of Brexit in the UK did so for various reasons, including

the fact that they were not feeling that their quality of life had improved as a result of EU

membership.

@ socialdialogue.gov.mt

Dr Dal | i said that Mal tads mission during its |
include reaching out to citizens. This was also expressed by European Commissioner for Justice,

Consumers and Gender Equality Vera Jourova, who said that the i as attractive as it once

was.
AiThis is why we need to revisit the way we conn.
and cl ear i nformation to citizens and not del i ve

She referred tortticism tied to the proposal for an EU Directive on certain aspects concerning
contracts for online and other distance sales of goods, adding that she took such criticism very
seriously. AThe highest psychol ogi ciahot diveag r i er \

consumers peace of mind, o6 the Commi ssioner expl a

MEUSAC 2016 Annual Report



Special Core Group held on November 3
Minister Dalli compares role of EESC with that of
MEUSAC

A delegation of members of the European Parl i at

Employment and Social Affairs (EMPL) participated in a MEUSAC Core Group meeting.

In her opening remarks, Minister Helena Dalli referred to a meeting she heltheviesident of the

European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), Georges Dassis.

She compared the role of the EESC on the European level to what MEUSAC does on the national
level, while praising the way MEUSAC operates in terms of bringing the Edrdo<itizens as well
as for the assistance it provides to NGOs, government entities and local councils in the EU funding

application process.

MEUSAC Head Vanni Xuereb explained the role of MEUSAC as a forum for structured dialogue on
EU affairs. Whilst highlighting Eurobarometer surveys which indicate support in Malta for the EU
and trust in the EU institutions, Dr Xuereb referred to the announcement in the 2017 budget speech
that MEUSAC is to be raunched in order to strengthen its relevanceth@ process of the

Europeanisation of this country.

EMPL chairperson Thomas Héandel, a German MEP who belongs to the Confederal Group of the
European United LefNordic Green Left, stressed the importance of social dialogue and the need to;,
strengthen suctlialogue in the Member States as a precondition for a more social Europe.
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MEUSAC Core Group with Prime MinisteDecember 5

PM refers to Italy, Brexit and oil prices

During the last Core Group meeting for the ye

and ahead of the December European Cou
meeting, Prime Minister Joseph Muscat referrq
to the many changes taking place in Europe.
spoke about the situation in Italy following th
resignation of MattedRenzi as Prime Minister

Brexit and the rise in oil prices.

_~ —~]
Photo - DOI - Jeremy Wonnaco! tt

The programme of the Maltese Presidency of the Council of the EU was also launched by

Parliamentary Secretary lan Borg.

EU Funding
41 OA1T OAI OA 1T &# POIT EAAOO
in 2016

Since 2008, MEUSAC assisted various NGOs, local councils and government entities in garnering
over 034 million of309pEojéctst unds for a total

The funding team at MEUSAC hassistedrarious NGOs, local councils and government enttties
tap into EU funds. Since 2008, MEUSAC assisted t

a total of 309 projects.

In 2016 alone, MEUSAQeld 282 ondo-one meetings as part of its assistance to support NGOs,
local councils and government entities to tap into EU fumtie number of applications submitted

reached 90 (including 17 project briefs) and the total value of projects submittedhee d 05, 904, 8 C

The funding team also participated in nine international conferences and training programmes while
also having participated in 40 events tied to EU funding opportunities. One event was held in South
Africa which was organised by an NGO MBAC supportsSixteen information sessions on EU

funding programmes/opportunities were held while 23 meetings were held with national contact

points and managing authorities.
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Public Dialogues/Debates & other events

Trio Presidency of the Council of tiiJ public dialogue January 11
Taking forward the strategic agenda

MEUSAC, and the Parliamentary Secretariat for the EU Council Presidency 2017 and EU Funds in
the Ministry for European Affairs organised a Public Dialogue orPtogramme and Priorities the

Trio Presidency of the Council of the European Union (The Netherlands, Slovakia and Malta) 1

January 2016 30 June 2017.

Photo - DOI - Reuben Piscopo

It was held on Monday, January 11 at the Grand Master's Palace in Valletta.

The State Secretary in the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak Republic, Ilvan

Kor | ok, the Secretary Gener al in the Ministry o
Bos, and Parliamentary Secretary lan Borg presented the pnograand priorities of the Trio
Presidency of the Council of tli&J entitledTaking forward the Strategic Agenda
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OFrom Rome, to Lisbon... and Beyonddé public

Malta and Italy re -launch debate on future of the EU

The State Secretary for European Affairs in the Office of the Prime Minister of Italy, Sandro Gozi,
said that if the United Kingdom were to leave the EU it would be a disaster for the EU and for the UK

itself.

He was referring to the fact that the UK vgd to have a referendum by the end of 2017 on whether

or not to remain a member of th&J.

Mr Gozi was addressingawellt t ended conference entitled &6From
Old Continent, Young Peopl e amedl d haet FtuheurAeu boefr gte

in Valletta on January 12.

The conference, moderated by MEUSAC Head Vanni Xuereb, was organised by MEUSAC, the office
of Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for European Affairs and the European Commission

Representation in Miz.

The event served as an opportunity to launch a joint initiative between Malta and Italsiinale the

debate on the future of the EU.

Mr Gozi referred to the fact that the conference was-tivad since we are nearing the 60th

anniversary of signg of the Treaesof Rome in 2017.

AnThe event is an i mportant one for Europe, inclu
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Seminar: on Empowering Citizens of Small Member Stakebruary 9

Understanding whether small states have strong voice
in the EU

MEUSAC and Kopin Koperazzjoni Internazzjonali a norgovernmental organisation working in
the field ofinternatioral developmentooperatioip

organi sed a &mapowering citizems

of small EU Member States Perspectives fro
Maltao . T htewasehelé im the framework o
the EU-financed project EcoSms Empowering
the Citizens of Small Member States, aimed |§§

increasing awareness among citizens of t

Member States (Malta, Cyprus and Estonia) C
their voice in the EU.

To address this issuthe seminar was conducted as an open discussion: starting from the findings of
the research that is currently being conducted through online questionnaires, participants were asked
to identify the needs of Maltese citizens and were encouraged to propggs to the main issues.

The outcomes of the discussion were collected in a set of policy recommendations which were

presented to polieynakers at national and EU level.

Presentation of certificates to participants of-ttldded project February 9
- %53!# EAI PO %&25 AAT AEZEO AOI
funds

The Emergency &ire Rescue Unit (EFRU

T a norgovernmental voluntar
organisation 1 benefited
MEUSACO s assistanc ¢
ERASMUS+ KA2 Strategic Partnership il
the field of Adult Education Project funds t!

through

help create a Volunteer Rescue Operatidy

Manual with the aim of its volunteers t(&as 11

acquire new skills along with other simil Ehete - DO Jetemy Womnaset
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European organisations. The working methods devised in the manual focus on safety and practicality

andare in line with other European rescue units with the aim of havinganmon working method.

Minister Helena Dalli presented certificates to participants of the project during a closing ceremony
held on February 9, 2016.

Conference: Implementing #COP21: A Business Threat or Opporturiyf?l 18

Event held few days prior to signing of 2015 Paris
Agreement

A conference- Implementing
#COP21: A Business Three
or Opportunity?- was held at
the Hilton Ha el , St
on April 18.

The conference was held i

Malta a few days before worl
leaders, including  Primg
Minister  Joseph  Muscat/ s
signed the new globa

agreement, known as the Paris

Agreement, which puts the world on track to avoid dangerous clrhatgge.

The agreement, which has been open for signature as from April 22wl0bé ratified by the EU
and its 28 Member States. The agreement is expected to come into force in 2020, subject to
ratification by at least 55 countries that account for at least 55% of global emissions.

Minister for Social Dialogue, Consumer Affairs and Civil Libestielelena Dalli, Minister for
Sustainable Development, the Environment and Climate Change Leo Brincat, MEUSAC Head Dr
Vanni Xuereb, Head of European Commission Representation in Malta, Dr Elena Grech, Mr Francis
Sullivan, Deputy Head of Global Corporate @irgability, Regional Head of Europe aAdviser on

the Environment an@limate Change, HSBC Holdings plc, Mr kdaFrasson Botton and Mr Fabien
Courtellemont, spokespersons for EERENCH, the French and Maltese Hedendly Platform,

addressed the event.
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Dr Philip von Brockdorff, chairperson of the Climate Action Fund, Mr David Xuereb, CEO, QP
Management, Prof. Paul Pace, Expert of Climate Action Fund and Mr Francis Sullivan engaged in a

di scussi on, moderated by Prof imatSActvo.ne Bor g, Mal t

The event was organised by MEUSAC, the Ministry for Sustainable Development, the Environment
and Climate Change, HSBC Bank Malta, the European Commission Representation in Malta, the

Embassy of France in Malta, the Climate Action Board aadXimate Action Fund.

6"Ekoskol a YoungiAdal@pl eds Summi t

Climate Change declaration presented to Parliament,
Commissioner for Children

During two sets of workshops, held at Fort St EImo, students discussed issues related to transport,
industrialisation, energy and food consumption; these being issues which they believe contribute
heavily to the phenomenon of climate change.

After airing their views and coming up with different ideas, they formalised a Declaration which was
presented to the Commissioner for Children, Pauline Miceli.

The Declaration was also presented to Mailet ads Me
to strengthen the voice of students in civil society.

MEUSAC, in collaboration with the European Commission Representation in Malta and EkoSkola,
organised the 6th Young Peoplebds Summit on Apr.i
middle and secondary schools to come together and discuss issues related to the serious effects of
climate change.

The plenary and closing sessions took place at the Mediterranean Conference Centre in Valletta.

13
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The Future of t heUnizeitysMaydent sé6 debate at
MEUSAC encourages students to promote their vision
for Europe

MEUSAC Head Vanni Xuereb encouraged students to promote their vision of the Europe they want to

form part of, by actively participating in the discussion on the future dEtinepean Union.

Speaking during a debate held at Uni versityaos
joining the EU, there was an intense debate in Malta, but that however, the debate on European

themes had practically vanished into thinesrer since.

The debate, which focused on the future of European Youth, was organised by MEUSAC in
collaboration with the European Commission Representation in Malta, the European Parliament
Information Office, theKunsill Studenti Universitarjithe Ewopean Studies Organisation and Third
Eye. The event was held in the rup to Europe Day on May 9.

iScepticism towards the European project is t
the UK as an example.
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Public meeting with Sandi@ozi: The Erasmus Generation in Pow&ugust 4
Prospects of the future of the EU discussed

MEUSAC, the ltalian Embassy in Malta and the Istituto Italiano di Cultura, organised a Public

Meeting with Sandro Gozi, Italian State Secretary for European éffair

This event, entitled O0Ftdm Eomes mue I|IGesieomtamomad B:é

on Thursday, August 4 at the Istituto Italiano di Cultura in Valletta.

Mr Gozi di scussed some of t he t he me LGenerationnmr ot e al
Power ¢ with MEUSACO6s Head, Dr Vanni Xuereb.

Participants also had the opportunity to engage in a discussion with Mr Gozi on the prospects for the
future of theEU.

15
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TTIP: State of Play and Future discussioDctober 5
Future of TTIP discussed

On October 14, MEUSAC and the Embassy of the United States of America in Malta organised a
| TTIP: ' public discussion on the state of play of the
E Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership
(TTIP). The guest speaker was Dr Eliza Patterson,

specialist in international trade law and policy.

Dr Patterson described how the scenario could be
altered in view of a new administration taking

over in Washington in January 2017. Although

both the main presidential candidates are currently emittingogeqtionist sentiment, these are
common before an election, she said, whilst adding her own personal belief that once the elections are
over, an elected candidate would eventually come out in favour of TTIP.

MEP Alfred Sant expressed his view that TTIFiip ol i ti cal ly dead?od, highlig
lobby against it.

MEP Roberta Metsola spoke of the need to have the right agreement in place.
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